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REMEMBERING HIS LAND MARKS

PROFESSOR REUBEN OLAFENWA AYENI (1948 - 2012)

It is with profound sorrow that we note the passing on of Professor
R. O. Ayeni on 30th September 2012 at the age of 64, approximating
3 days before the conference of the Nigerian Mathematical Society
held at the Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Kaduna State, Nigeria.
Ayeni received his Ph.D. from the Cornell University, Ithaca, New

York, USA in 1978 under Late Prof. G. S. S. Ludford. The title
of his dissertation was ”Thermal Runaway”. He joined Obafemi
Awolowo University (OAU), Ile - Ife, Nigeria formerly University of
Ife in 1979 and moved on to Ladoke Akintola University of Technol-
ogy (LAUTECH), Ogbomoso, Nigeria in 1990 and remained there
until his death. He lectured and wrote many articles in these uni-
versities. He also lectured at Federal University of Technology
(FUTA), Akure, Nigeria, Olabisi Onabanjo University (OOU), Ago
- Iwoye, Nigeria, Tai Solarin University of Education (TASUED),
Ijebu - Ode, Nigeria, Adeyemi College of Education (ACE), Ondo,
Nigeria, and National Mathematical Centre, Abuja, FCT, Nigeria.
Prof. R. O. Ayeni has wives and five children: ’Bode, lecturer of

Mathematics; ’Lanre, an army personnel and a staff of GlobaCom ;
Titi, a medical doctor; Kunle, a postgraduate student; and Funso,
a secondary school student. He is also survived by grand children.
On behalf of the Doctoral and Masters’ graduates of Professor

R. O. Ayeni, his colleagues, friends, co-workers and the nation-
wide fluid dynamics community, we offer our condolences to his
family. We will all miss him and we pay him due homage for all
his achievements. To this end, memorial prizes were instituted in
six (6) Nigerian Universities - ACE, FUTA, TASUED, LAUTECH,
OAU and OOU where he left foot prints.
This compilation of information about R. O. Ayeni was greatly

aided and supported by many, who are too numerous to be men-
tioned. This I gratefully acknowledge with profound respect.

Professor Samuel Segun OKOYA
First Doctoral Graduate,
For and on behalf of Committee of Doctoral & Masters’ Graduates
and Students of Late Prof. R. O. Ayeni (Ayenites)

Received by the editors April 18, 2013
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Some Key Events in the Life of Prof. R. O. Ayeni

1948 Born on 9th June at Owode-Ketu, Yewa Land, Ogun State,
Nigeria

1960 Completed the First School Leaving Certificate
1962 Secured Egbado North Local Government Council Scholarship
1965 Obtained West African School Certificate (WASC)
1966 Secured the Federal Government of Nigeria Scholarship for

NCE
1969 Obtained Nigerian Certificate in Education (NCE), University

of Lagos, Nigeria
1970 Granted Federal Government of Nigeria Scholarship for B.Sc.

degree
1973 Bagged a Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics at University of

Ife, now Obafemi Awolowo University (OAU), Nigeria
1974 Received the Western State of Nigeria Scholarship for post-

graduate studies
1977 Bagged a Master’s degree in Mathematics at the Cornell Uni-

versity, USA
1978 Bagged a Doctoral degree in Mathematics at the Cornell Uni-

versity, USA
1979 Started lecturing at the University of Ife, now Obafemi

Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria
1980 Married Olajumoke Adeoye
1982 Publication of ”On the Explosion of Chain thermal Reactions”

and ”On the thermal Runaway of variable Viscosity Flows
between Concentric Cylinders”

1983 Appointed as the Acting Head of Department, Mathematics,
OAU; Published an article titled: ”On the Blow up Problem
for Semi-linear Heat equations”

1984 Yoruba Obas conferred him the Odofin of Ketu land.
1985 Organized a month Autumn school under the auspices of

CIMPA; Published an article titled: ”On the Temperature
of Radial Bearings 1”

1988 Published an article titled: ”On the Dissipation Layer of ra-
dial Bearings”

1990 Moved to Ladoke Akintola University of Technology as a foun-
dation Professor; appointed pioneer Head and Dean of Stu-
dents’ Affairs, LAUTECH

1991 Became a UNESCO fellowship member for fundamental of
computer science, CISM, Italy
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1992 Adjunct/Visiting Professor for postgraduate studies at FUTA
1994 Granted UNESCO fellowship to attend Fluid Mechanics at

ICTP, Italy
2000 Awarded the Fellow of Academy of controls (FAC)
2000 Elected as Dean, Faculty of Pure and Applied Sciences,

LAUTECH, Nigeria
2002 Elected as President, Mathematical Association of Nigeria

(MAN)
2003 Elected as Chairman, Committee of Deans, LAUTECH
2002 Elected as Vice-President, Nigerian Mathematical Society
2005 Awarded the Fellow of Mathematical Association of Nigeria

(FMAN)
2006 Elected as President, Nigerian Mathematical Society
2006 Elected as President, Nigerian Association of Mathematical

Physics; Associate Visiting Professor to OOU
2006 Became a member of American Mathematical Society
2007 Became an Associate Visiting Professor to TASUED
2008 Thirty years of Academic Excellence and 60th birthday cel-

ebration was organized by the Committee of Doctoral and
Masters’ graduate and students in honour of the late Prof.
(Chief) R. O. Ayeni

2012 Delivered his inaugural lecture at LAUTECH and died 10 days
later on 30th September at LAUTECH Teaching Hospital,
Ogbomoso, Nigeria.

28 doctoral graduates of Prof. R. O. Ayeni with the
University Awards:

1989 Prof Samuel Segun Okoya, OAU, Nigeria
1995 Prof Olubode Kolade Koriko, FUTA, Nigeria
1997 Dr. Emmanuel Adewunmi Adebile, OAU, Nigeria
2003 Dr. Felix Ilesanmi Alao, FUTA, Nigeria
2005 Dr. Oladapo P. Olanrewaju, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2005 Dr. Bakai Ishola Olajuwon, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2005 Dr. Amos Wale Ogunsola, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2005 Dr. Adelani Olatunde Adesanya, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2005 Dr. Stephen Olatunde Olabiyisi, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2006 Dr. Elijah O. Omidiora, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2007 Dr. (Mrs.) Temitayo Olabisi Oluyo, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2007 Dr. Amos Oladele Popoola, LAUTECH, Nigeria
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2007 Dr. Sunday Oluyemi, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2007 Dr. Akindele Michael Okedoye, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2008 Dr. Sunday Olumuyiwa Adewale, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2008 Dr. Kolawole Sunday Adegbie, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2010 Dr. Olugbenga John Fenuga, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2010 Dr. Abigail Bola Adetunji, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2010 Dr. Olusegun Adebayo Ajala, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2010 Dr. Mary Oziohu Durojaye, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2011 Dr. Zacheaus Olusegun Ogunwobi, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2011 Dr. Rashaq Oyeyemi Olayiwola, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2011 Dr. A. J. Omowaye, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2012 Dr. (Mrs.) Latifat Morenikeji Erinle, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2012 Dr. Olaseni Taiwo Amumeji, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2012 Dr. Folorunso Ojo Balogun, LAUTECH, Nigeria
2012 Dr. Olukayode Adebimpe, LAUTECH Nigeria
2012 Dr. Olumide Samuel Adesanya, LAUTECH, Nigeria
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